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President Is Undecided 
on Making it Public * ' 

! ! By NICliOL'AS M. lIor.ROCK; 

•Vp/x-ial Tfjf Nsw Yn k Tiraei 

WASjHlNOTO^v June 6—Prcs- 
: ident Ford received today ' tfijei 
first sweeping report on uctiv- 
[ .Hies of the Central Intelligence 
Agency, compiled siqc* the mid*j 
nineteen-sixties amid doubts asj 
. to whether it would be made! 
I public and contradictions about.; 
I the handling of the investiga- 
tion of alleged assassination 
plots against foreign leader's, 
if In a brief ceremony for pho : 
j iographers , in- the President’s 
. White House office, Vice Pres- 
ident - Rockefeller delivered a 
blue-hound, 1 y 2 -inch- thick yol- 
jfe of ?9P pages detailing the 
; findings, of a special commia- 
| fcipn created < last January • tq 
ccrtain ; activities of 
v J *4 ; •• • • > ' 1 1 ** '' 
jp . Dds'piU w'eek-long indications 
^rftinf&teation officials 
j|h*t the. refjtfjft might be made 
\ public as early as this week-. 

; the ti^hite House press sec- 
retary, Ron bless^n, said -that 
! the President would read ti\e 
report over the. .weekend, aitd 
then decide whether to make it 
/public. “; i 4 

The commission. Mr. Rocke- 
. teller • told Jjjie. President, !^did 
tiot have time Co review" fh? 

•flvdll, tui^ c$er to you the 

.gathered y ... 

I. Meanwhile* , author! titive > m- 
leilig’encjef add Administration 

at^iied^pSg^, Column 3 


mtJ&m 


^Continued From Page 1 , Col. 4 

/sources said that. the staff' of; 
the Rockefeller Commission! 
had prepared two drafts of ai 
section on the assassination! 
[ issue* but said that they were 1 
jftot included in the final report 
after White House officials said 
that there was significant evi- 
dence in Federal Government 
files that the commission had 
not dealt with.. 

These sources said that the 
commission staff was too small j 
and its mandate too narrow to 
handle the numerous charges 
that the United States Govern- 
ment might have plotted to kill 
leaders of foreign Governments. 

Several officials, speaking 
privately, said that President 
Ford might appoint a separate 
ipanel to investigate the matter 
of assassinations. Others said 
that the White House might 
decide to leave the responsi- 
bility for investigating the 
matter with the Congressional 
committee now studying the 


intelligence agencies. 

Mr. Rockefeller told reporters 
today* for instance, that the 
responsibility for investigating 
the assassination questions 
might pass to Senator Frank 
Church and the members pf 
the Senate Select Committee 
on Intelligence Activities. 

Up to White House 

The Senate committee has al- 
ready begun a full-scale in- 
quiry in the matter and today 
heard testimony from a former 
director of the C.I.A., John Mc- 
Cone, in closed sessipp. Later, 
Mr. McConetold newsmen that 
high officials in the Adminis- 
trations of Presidents Eisen- 
hower aM Kennedy had au- 
thorized ‘‘‘a&fois” atfahis t Pre? 
jpter. Fidel'titetro ipfCaba. He 
sai4;tl^ t^ey^d b^lbocted. 

Later, tPM news- 

men that thiHjuestion of plots 
against leaded of foreign coun- 
tries was not confined to Mr. 
Castro. 

Questions about the handling 
of the investigation of assassi- 
nation charges and whether the 
commission’s findings on the 
C.L A. would he made public j 
have swirled through Washing - 1 
ton for several, days. 

EftrliectliiiJ^eek,^.i [Rfee- 1 
feller arinounqed .t^ I 

mission's './tetfptfc/ vpwfd t* 


turned over to the President 
today, and his aides said that 
they believed that it would be 
made public shortly after. The 
commission spokesmen* how- 
ever, stressed that the decision 
was up to th$ White House. 

Nevertheless, many major 
news organizations were ..told 
privately that the report might 
be released by the weekend. 
But today, in a briefing for 
reporters, the White Hopsq 
press secretary, Ron Nessen, 
said that the President would 
read the report over the week- 
end, and the decision about 
whether tq release it would be 
made next week. 

■rr The \ briefing was described 
by several /newsnieh as the 
most acrimonious sincp the 
ftixon White House/ * • 

Mr. ' Nessen said that to his 
knowledge, the oqly bound 
copy of the report was in the 
hands of the President. But 
sources at the Rockefeller Com- 
mission said that there were 
I three bound copies, including 
! the one the President had, and 
20 typewritten copies in the 
hands of commission members 
and staff. They, also said that 
“a number” of proofs of the 
report had been given to the 
commission for the checking 
of errors.- / ' t 




ty pi . . ... 

3,000 copies of its report 
Mr. Nessen t told , 

that it was uhtriie . 

White House had rejected the j 
origjna 1 report , and brdffid it! 
rewritten. He also .denied Jtiutt] 
Philip Biichen, 1 "White House 
counsel, had seen a. pro-copy pf 
the report. , , ^ j • * V : / ,. ] \ ' 
"The one and 'only copy of 
the full ropqrt ftaki Jtta hands 
of the 

said. ; . * r< '■ 

However, other airthomative 
Administration and int«4h«^nce 
sources ' gfcVe this/ Jtccpunt of 

events. 

jLas6 
lipn, 

Rockefeller'- /;C . 

newsmen id' a 
that the commission jS^been 
ordered by President Ford to in-[ 
vestigate reports of assassina- 
tion plans, and that the com- 
mission intended tq cOVer the 
question in, its repdrt 
At the time, the* commis- 
sion’s 12-man staff under. David; 
W. Belin, former Warren Com- 
mission counsel, was stretched; 
thin, and Mr, Belin y&? at- 
tempting to press the assassiha- 
tkrn matte,r almost sjnglehand* 

*.K .. i/;V~ it’.' J,..- , , 

May^ the concussion prepared : 
draft copies of . a* section sum- j 
marlzing its . findings on as- i 
Isassinattona - and circulated' 
them among the commission 
' ■ ral White 

:e said 


decision Was ; made tp jroi at- 
tempt td. draw formal conclu- 
the fM,r«»prt j 
has confused the ttftu- 



|s might also 


mertbi^s /4MU 
it^sepffl 
that CJLA. 
haVe,seea/th 
i VAiih desk of 

White House aid^s, several of 
them recognized that it was 
•baped pricuMdly oq>-inforination 
from C.I.A. files, and that, files 
cf several other Federal agen- 11 "’ 
Cies contained pertinent data V 
that the commission staff had 
not delved into. , J 

Mother Raised / 

Moreover, ”bne^ source -said/ 


the ahar^i.v/were ..coming/so: 
fast in the press that the coiti- 
mission had not even been able 
to check out some of those.” 
Indeed, Maj! Gen. Edward G. 
Lansdale told reporters last 
week that he had prepared 
plans to depose of Premier 
Castro that migSt later have 
been expanded to include the 
bption of “assassination,” but 
ho said that he had not 
questioned about . this by the 
Rockefeller Commission. 

In the last wee kof May, the 


atftm 1 Tiavfe fen the public 1 
; Statements <tf the Vice Presh 
dent. Last Monday, he gave no 
hint to reporters ; that he assas- 
sination issue would be left out 
of .thev final, repopt. Indeed, 
during*. thfe \Veek, a Commission 
spokesman confirmed, Mr. Pock- 
efeller 'told one group of re- 
porters that the report would 
address the issue of . assassin- 
ations. ' './' J ?rcr ' 

But, the. spokesman explain- 
ed, the Vice President meant 
that there would be a brief note 
in the report telling the Presi- 
dent : that thocbmm^On had 
begiin.Aa investigation,, of . as- 
sas^inatlon matters. btrLthat 
had riot completed, was 

turning over thejfawadata. 

Other questions wfte : raised. 
Why didn’t the commi^lon ask 
for ftnore time to complete its 
investigation? It had received 
one time extension .of two 
months to make . the initial 
foray into the assassination 
question. f r- 

The commission spokesman 
said that^thet only reason he 
knew was that the staff was 
made up of private lawyers,} 
many of v/hom/w*»tetf ro 

turn to ; private "The coin-' 
mission officialhr#!?^ out of | 
business tx^ay^n^sw. 
i There was also thfc 
bf of hat. several sohreca iug J 
geSted was a 4 ‘sHnnkage” in.tb<- 
;ize of the report. On Monday, ^ 
4r., /Rockefeller told newsmen 
ihat the roport wbuld run-sohie fc 
35Q prints pages. But the final j. 
Version, a spokesman said, was 
299 pages. He said that the TS0- 
page estimate has been made 
before the type was set. 

Belin Has No Comment 
Mr. Belin declined to cotttv 
^ment on any aspects of the pre- 
' paration of the report, but said 
that next " week ‘*as a private, 
citizen” he might make a state- 
ment on ,thet handling of the 
Investigation. 

V Mr. Rockefeller said early to- 
day in an interview with tele* 
vision newsmen that he had. 
made the last-minute announce- 
ment that the commission’s rer 
port would not deal directly 
with assassination matters after 
he saw the “implication in the 
press and comments of other 
committees about my investiga- 
* tion which took for granted it 
was going to be covered and 
therefore assumed r did not 
take this [assassination] seri- 
ously.” 


/ 


